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points of suggestiveness, and here and there flashes of insight, 
may profitably be left untouched. 

A. B. Wolfe. 
Oberlin College. 
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As the director points out in his preface to this publication, the 
statistical bureau at Amsterdam has long been publishing compara- 
tive vital statistics of 100 cities of the world, for a limited period 
of years, the last publication, No. 24, covering the years 1899-1907. 
In response to various requests the director now brings together the 
vital statistics for the chief cities of Europe for the entire period 
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1880-1909. The usefulness of the publication has been increased 
by including a list of the officials and the departments in each 
city from which information was secured. There is published, in 
addition, a valuable list of statistical publications of many of the 
cities from which the facts on vital statistics, as well as other 
statistical information, may be secured in detail. 

The statistical data, 1880-1909, are classified in four tables as 
follows : 

(1) Growth of population. This table states the annual popu- 
lation, the absolute numbers of births, deaths, and marriages, and 
the rates per 1,000 population. It states also the excess of births 
over deaths. In using this table for comparative purposes it is 
necessary to take note of the fact that no correction has been 
made for differences in age grouping in the various cities. In com- 
paring different periods for the same city this will not be a 
serious source of error. 

(2) Births according to legitimacy and sex. The table dis- 
tinguishes between live-births, stillbirths, and total births, and 
computes the proportion of illegitimate births for each class. It 
divides births according to sex and computes the proportion of 
stillbirths for each sex, together with the relative number of female 
births per 100 male births, in each city for each year. 

(3) Infant mortality. Both absolute numbers and rates are 
given. This table concludes with a valuable summary of the re- 
quirements in the various countries as to reporting births, especially 
stillbirths. Wide differences are shown to exist (pp. 162-164). 

(4) Mortality according to certain specified causes. Both abso- 
lute numbers and rates per 100,000 population are given. The 
specific diseases reported are: scarlatina, croup and diphtheria, 
whooping cough, typhoid, pulmonary tuberculosis, cancer, and puer- 
peral fever. 

A second volume is promised covering the vital statistics of 
cities outside of Europe in a similar manner. 

Robert Emmet Chaddock. 

Zuigelingcnsterfte in Nederland in Verband met de 

Uitkomsten van het Haagsche Ondersoek 1908-1909. (The Hague. 
1913. Pp. 20.) 
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Constructive Rural Sociology. By John M. Gillette. (New 

York: Sturgis and Walton Company. 1913. Pp. xii, 301. 

$1.60.) 

By assembling current propositions and pretty well known 

facts Professor Gillette tries to meet the need for a constructive 

treatment of rural problems, mainly sociological, and succeeds 

very well considering that the field is a new one. The book will 

be useful to the student needing an outline text covering many 



